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well as the business world itself. The result was the organiza-
tion of demonstrations against both government and parlia-
ment by the Right-wing leagues—especially the Croix de Feu—
on 6 February I934-1
The only remedy which the Daladier government could
find was to resign: which it did on 7 February. DoTi.Tnergi.ie
formed his ministry which was to tide France over for the rest
of the year. On 9 February the Communists staged protest
demonstrations, and three days later the C.G.T. andC.G.T.U.
combined to call a twenty-four hour general strike, to rouse the
working class against 'the Fascist menace', and to warn off the
Fascist and semi-Fascist leagues. The strike extended beyond
Paris to most of the other big towns and many of the smaller
towns. It marked the drawing together of Socialists and Com-
munists against the common danger, and by July they had
signed a United Action Pact 'to defend democratic liberties9 by
launching a joint campaign of public meetings. At the same
time the Radical Gaston Bergery organized a Front Commun,
designed to appeal to the 'non-proletarian elements of the
population9, and to attack the 'industrial and financial olig-
archy5. There had been an abortive Front populaire of the
Radicals and Socialists in the general elections of 1932, partly
as a result of which the Radicals had gained forty-eight new
seats and the Socialists seventeen. This success was remembered
in 1936, and again the two parties made an electoral pact to
withdraw their candidates in the second ballot in favour of the
most favoured Left candidate: and this time the pact was
joined by the Communists as well. After the experience of the
February riots, and the authoritarianism of the Doumergue,
Flandin and Laval governments of 1934 and 1935, the whole
Left was able to rally and make a concerted effort at last, to
'save the Republic'. In the demonstrations on Bastille Day
1935 the forces lined up in almost symbolic shape: a joint pro-
cession of Radicals, Socialists and Communists, some 300,000
and more strong, took place at one end of the town: a Croix de
Feu parade, some 30,000 strong, at the other. The general
1 On the Stavisky case, see A. Werth: France in Ferment, Chapters
IV-VT.

